[The epithelial junctional zones of the anal canal and cervix uterus: the ultrastructure of tumors of these zones].
Relationships between squamous and columnar epithelia in the anal canal and cervix uteri of postnatal period and fetus were studied. The transitional stratified epithelial lining, which is called junctional epithelium, is interposed between the mentioned epithelia. The junctional epithelium has variable numbers of layers of epidermoid cells, which differ from cells of atypical squamous epithelium by some ultrastructural features of the cytoskeleton and cell surface and by a low content of glycogen. The hypothesis on the physiological significance of this epithelium is proposed. Ultrastructural features of the cytoskeleton and cell surface suggest that anal basaloid carcinomas and some cervical squamous carcinomas may develop from so-called junctional epithelium.